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Statement: If we vote "no", Renton's annexation of all of Fairwood's Shopping centers 
can take place immediately. This will happen on November 4th, without a vote. The rest 
of Fairwood will be annexed to Renton by "inter-local agreement". This method of 
annexation was added to state law during this last legislative session. Simply put, if 
Renton and King County agree, Renton can annex Fairwood, without a vote of the 
citizens.  
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Statement: Renton has recently made their position known, they want Fairwood as part 
of their city.  
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Statement: The tax model of our comparison city, Maple Valley, is better suited to the needs 
of small business owners than the model used in Renton. 
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Statement: The City of Renton has been quoted, on more than one occasion, saying they 
expect a tax surplus if they annex Fairwood. According to the latest study, this tax surplus is 
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over three million dollars annually. This number takes into account the current economic 
situation. 
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Statement: Keep your taxes low. Fairwood's tax burden would be lower than Renton's. The 
vast majority of Fairwood's revenue would come from taxes considered "non-
discretionary". These are revenue streams that do not dry up in down times, such as 
property taxes, gasoline taxes and utilities taxes. Using the City of Maple Valley as a 
comparison city, Fairwood's total tax burden would be less than we would pay under the 
City of Renton. For instance, Fairwood's Utility tax would be set at 2.25 %, while Renton's 
is maxed out under state law at 6%. Renton relies heavily on sales tax on things such as 
cars. This type of tax is "discretionary", and helps to explain why the City of Renton is 
forecasting a deficit of up to 8 million dollars next year. This also helps to explain why 
Renton is suddenly very interested in Fairwood, and our three million dollar surplus.  
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Statement: The Renton Housing Authority has a board member appointed by the Major 
[sic] of Renton.  
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Statement: Protect the quality of your Childs Education. If 400 families from Renton's 
downtown "at risk" community move to Fairwood, the quality of the education provided to 
your child would be devastated. 
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Statement: In comparison, Renton's on-line study shows they would staff their entire PAA, 
from the Talbot rd. to Lake Desire with three officers. Renton's budget problems have 
affected their Police Department. RPD members recently voted to accept across the board 
pay cuts to avoid laying off officers. 
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Statement: Increase Fire Department staffing levels. Fairwood's Fire District 40 
currently contracts with Renton Fire. If Fairwood ends up annexed to Renton, Renton's 
lower staffing levels will be adopted, leaving fewer firefighters on duty in the Fairwood 
Area.  
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Statement: If Fairwood annexes to Renton, we will be able to control one seat. 
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Statement: Renton is fixing up their downtown, displacing a lot of their "at risk" citizens. 
Moving them out to Fairwood is a good option.  
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